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| Madam, 


| [72 maintenance of the ke together with 
15 57 . thoſe many favours which your Ladi(hip 
hath been pleaſed to beſtow on me my de- 
) ceaſed,and ſurviving friends ) hath en- 
couraged me, or rather inforced me to 
preſent this little Manual), being the fir(s fruits of mine en- 
deaveurs, to your Ladiſbi)s acceptance. 

In that (bort ſiride of the World, which Tharve travelled, 
baving found many Strong oppofitions from our adyer [aries 
of the Church of Rome (as well at home as beyond Sea)tou. 
ching the Proteſtant Religion, 1 began ſomewhat to doubs of 
tbe truth thereof ; But by Gods prorvidence lighting on this 
ſhort Treatiſe, afvcr the peruſallthereof, I found tbe Religion 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
of the Church of Rome (if Imay ſo call it) ſo ſlightly 
poaited upon the quickſands of mens frirwolons opinions ;and 
contrariwiſe, the Proteſtant Religion ſo ſoundly founded on - 
the true and lirvely rocke of our ſal vation Chriſt leſus, that 
by Go!s grace aſsiiting megneither the bewitching charmes of 
their dervilliſh temptations nor the fiery darts of their hot 
beſt perſecutions, ſhall ever be able to divert me from the 
profeſsion thereof. 

Wherefore having received ſo great comfort thereby my 
ſelfe, I harve laboured with as much as in me lyeth, to tran- 
ſtate is verbatim out of Frenebinto Enghſb,that others alſo 
may harve benefit therby, humbly beſeeching your I adifhip to 
accept thereof, as a token of my erver bounden duty, and 
your Ladiſhip ſhall thereby encourage me to pray for your long 
and bappy life bere on earth, and your eternal happineſſe with 
God mm heaven, 


ia. 


Madam, 


Your Lad” moſt humble and 
truly devyored Servant, 


Hanmet Wards, 


. To-the READER, 
o; Chriſtian Readtr, 1 
ye >, Onficur Pierre Mongindt, a Gentleman as well Nl 
INS learned, as truly noble, forfaking the Wit 
vy Mak Church of Rowe, andturning tothe Pro- 
4- Sar teſtant, his friends being much difeenten- 
" ted thereat, wrote this ſhort Treatife,te fatisfiethem, 
” ſhewingthem the cauſes which moved him ro change 
d | his Religion : Which | havetranſlated for thy good 
'g out of French into Engliſh ; take but as much heed 


in reading it, as I did labour in the tranſlating it, 
and God grantthee as much bencfit by the Copy, as 
| had comfort by the Originall. 


Thinein Chriſt Teſus, 


Hamnet WWarae, 
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Cuarrtrer 1, 


Of the true Church, 


8 He boly Scripture tels us of diverſe kindes of 
Churches : There is that Church which is ſpo= 
ken of in the Creed, which the ApoſtleS, Paul 
calleth the body of Chriſt, againſt which faith 
our Saviour, Mat. 16. 7ke gates of Hell ſhall 
uot prevaile 8 W hich is the Afkmbly of the 
truly faithfull and cle& people of God, wher- 
| | of part doe already injoy t cos renly pleaſures 
of Gods kingdome, partnow live here on - So among ſinfull men 
and infidels, and cannot be diſcerned by the eyes of man : Others not 
yet borne, 

But beſides this Church cf Gods ele&;there is another univerſalland 


viſible Chureh, which is the Aſſembly of all ſuch as profeſſe them- 
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ſelves Chriſtians, and to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, This is that Church 
which Saint Pad, 1 Tim. 3. cals the pillar and ground of the truth, 
as being bouid to defend, and miintaine thz truth againit all thoſs 
who labonr ro corruot or ſuppreſſe it, £ 

This univerſill viible Charch is compoſ:d of divers particular 
Churches ; ſuch as were in the Apoſtles time the Church of 7eru- 
ſalem, the Church of Coriath, the Church of Romz, and that of the 
Galatians,&c. Of theſe particular Churches, ſome are purer than 0- 
thers, nay, and there may be ſom2 fo corravted, as that it 1s 1in- 
pollible for them to be ſaved ; namely, as where Idolatry reigneth, 
and where the beneits of Jeſas Chrilt are abuſcd, 

The Church of Rom? is one of theſe particular Churches, wherin 
reigneth Idolatry. Firſt, in thatthey call God a Sacrihce made by 
men, Secondly, becauſe the hononr appertaming toGod is by them 
attributed to Saints, in that they fay the Saints know the hearts of all 
men, and becanſe they give them and their reliques and Images, a 
religious worſhip and adoration. Laftly, becauſethey call the Virgin 
Mary Queen of Heaven and Earth; for the Soveraigne Royalty of the 
world is not communicable to the creature, 

Likewiſe the benefits of Jzſ{us Chriſt are therin abus'd ; in that 
' they teach that J<ſus Chriſt by his death delivers us from ſinnes 
committed b:fore Bapiſine, bat as for ſ1nnes committed after Bap- 
tiſme, he hath left us to fatisie Gods juſtice for them, by Caristy- 
Rory pains; as well here as in Purgatory, Thus then let it be ; 
that the Church of Rome be a particular viſible Church, and it more 
corrupt than any other, althongh ſh2 terme her. ſelfe, the univerfall 
Church, asif there were no other Church beſides ; whereas indeed 
the Churches of Syria, Greece, Armenia, and «Africa be more pure 
and more ancient then the Roman, and no way ſabjzz& therunto. 
All that which the huly 'Scripture, and the Creed attribute to the uni- 
verfall Church of GodseleR,or the univerfall vifableChurch,the Church 
of Romeby an intolerable abuſe and uſurpation attributes unto her ſclf; 
as if in the-holy Scripture, there were no other Church ſpoken 
oF, but the Church of Rome ; or as if thee alone were the pillar and 
grown of the truth. And when Jeſus Chrift, Mar, 18. ſends two 
Brothers being at ſtrife to the jadgement of the Church, '{xying, 
Tell it the Church, and if he negleft to hzare the Church, tet him L 
"wnto thee as an Heathen man and a Publican ; theſe Gentlemen 


; would 
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would needs make us beleeve that he ſends ſuch as doubt in matters of 
Faith and Doin to the judgment of the Church of Rope, which they 
call univerſall ; but reade the paſſage and you ſhall ſee that our Sa- 
viuur ſpeaks not there of doubts touching Religion , but of quar- 
rels and broyles which happen betweene man and man, and cor» 
ſequently he ſpeaks not of the Church univerſall, but of the Mint- 
ſters of ſome particular Church ; for to appeaſe a quarrell between 
two Neighbours, men doc not betake themſclves to the unjverſall 
Church. . 

In this then there appeares a very great abuſe, that rhe Church 
of Rome, being indeed but a particular Church ſtiles her ſclfe the 
univerſall Church, and in that ſhe being tall of errours, vaunts her 
ſelfe nevertheleſſe to be without any errour ; nay more, that it 1s 
impoſſible for her to errec, and leaſt her crrours ſhould be diſcove- 
red by the glorious light of Gods holy Word, the writings of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, ſhe doth not only hinder the people from 
reading the word, and reade it in the Church in a language which 
the people underſtandeth not, but endcayours alſo to take away all 
its force and authority, for they make the people beleeve that the 
Church of Rome is ſoveraigne Tales in all matters of diffzrence in 
Religion, by this meancs he that will accuſe the Church of Rowe 
of any errour may be ſure to looſe his proceſſe, ſceing ſhe alone is 
ſoyeraigne Judge in her owne cauſe, The Church of Rome doth 
likewiſe attrme that it is iwpoſlible for her to crre in the inter- 
pretations of the holy Scripture, and that it is in her power to make 
conſtrutions of the like authority with the word of God ; which 
1s indeed no leſſe then to place her ſelfe in Gods ſeat, For as 
there is none but the King that can give an interpretation to his 
edi, that may be of equall force with the edi& it ſelfe : So there 
is none but God alcn2 that may give ſuch a conſtrugion unto the 
Word of God, as may be of the like power and authority with the 
Word of God. And there is nothing more certaine then that ſuch 
an interpreter is greater then the Law-giver, ſithence he givethun- 
to the Law ſuch a ſenſe as he pleaſeth, and the people taught to rely 
more on that,then on the Law it ſelf, 

And to be fare that the Church of Rome be net any way ſubje& 
unto the holy Scripture, they maintaine that it is the Church that 
doth authorize the Scripture, and which gives it all its power and 
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authority, as if the Subje<& could give authority unto Lawes, or 
as if the Word of Gold did receive its authority from men, 

To this end th? Dotours of the Church of Rome fiy, that the 
Church is more anciznt then the holy Scripture ; but doth it 
therefore follow that the Church mult be above the Scripture : the 
people are they not many of them older then thz' King, yet are 
they neverthelefle ſubject both to the King and to his Lawes, how- 
cyer there be many Doatrines in the holy Scripture more ancient then 
the Church. i 

Bur fay they we ſhould not know that 1t were the Scripture, if 
the Church did not tell ns ſo; but doth it follow thence I. pray 
you that the Chuich mult be above the Scripture ? If I ſhould fay 
I doc not know which is the King, and if my friend ſhould 
ſhew me, doth it therefore follow that my friend muſt be above 
the King * Many f{rve for witneſſes unto perſens unto whom they 
are farre inferiour, 

Likewiſe to undervalue the authority of the Scripture, and to 
ſtrengthen that of the Church, they ſay, that the holy Scripture 
is a dead thing and cannot ſpeake, and conſequently may not be 
Judge, for ſy they a Judge muſt be able to fpeake, as the Church 
18- This is moſt falſe and deceitfull, for the holy Scripture. ſpca- 
keth enough, and if it ſpeaks not, enough it is that it guides us. 
But the Church of Rome forfouoth will bz the rule it ſeltz, and not 
ſubje& toany Law, but will be Judge both of the Law, and of thz 
Word of God. 

Thus are men become Gods Judges, and guilty perſons ſhall be 
infallible and foveraigne Judges of the ſeace and authority of the 
Law, which concernes their owne crime ; by this meaacs they 
need not feare to be condemned, but will they, nill they at the day 
of Judgement, they ſhall be judged by this very word, over which 
they now thus uſurpe authority, then ſhall that pratling Judge becon- 
ſtraincd to keep ſilence, 

So then theſe Gentlemen in ſending the people to the Church 
for the deciding of doubts in faith, diſtrat their minds with an 
innumerable company of doubts and difficulties, for how ſhall an 
ignorant man know that there maſt be a Church in the world ? If 
they ſay he may. know it by the Scripture, it is then neceffary 
that he be acquainted with the Scripture ; and thus the autho- 
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rity of the Charch ſhould be founded on -the Scripture ; and when 
the Church teacheth this or that, how ſhall the people know whe- 
ther it be conformable to the Word of God, fithence the reading 
of Gods Word is abſolutely forbidden them, and there being ma- 
ny Churches diſagreeing one with the other, how can the poore 
people diſcerne that which teacheth lyes, from that which teach» 
eth the truth ; ſeeing the very rule of trath, which is the holy Scrip- 
ture, is a book utterly forbidden them ? 

Shall they follow the multitude ? Jeſus Chriſt faith, Afar. 7. 
That the gate ts Wide Which leadeth to perdition, and there are ten 
times as many Turks and Pagans as there are Chriſtians, ſhall 
they believe miracles ? our Saviour ſaith Afarke 13. There ſhall 
come falſe teachers, Working miracles Whereby to ſeduce, if it Were 
poſſible the very elett; ſhall they have regard to ſeats and ſucceilt- 
ons? The Churches of Greece have alſo had their feats ſince the 
Apoſtles, and the Churches of Syria theirs, and brag of S, Peters 
chair ; and yet all theſe are quite contrary to the Church of Rome, 
and indeed more ancient. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles 
_—_ preached there. , and beeing the firſt Inſtitutours of 
tnem, 

We doe not here diſpute of S. Perers- ſuperiority over the reſt of 
the Apoſtles ; he might be the firſt in order, authority or virtue, 
and yet not have any ſuperiority of juriſdiftion, But that mat- 
ters not ; the queſtion is, whether the Pope of Rome be S, Peters 
{ucceſſour, as the head of the univerſall Church ? which is the 
principall point of the Papiſts Religion, wherof nerertheleſſe there 
is not one word ſpoken 1n all the Scripture. The Biſhops of Cs- 
rinth and Theſſalonica were Saint Paxls Succeſſours, not as Apoſtles 
but as particular Biſhops of thoſe cities : So the queſtion is not whi- 
ther the afore-ſaid Biſhop of Rome be Saint Peters Succeſſour in the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Rowe, but whether he ſucceeds him in the Apoſtleſhip 
as the head of the whole Church. This is that which we flatly 
deny, and which they can never proove ; or if they could fo prove 
it, yet the Pope having corrupted Saint Peters DoArine, and chan- 
ged his Biſhoprick into an abſolute temporall Monarchy,had leng ſince 
that loſt his ſucceſſion, | | 

To conclude there being but one holy Scripture, and there being 


many contrary Churches,-and the Doors of theſe Churches being 
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apt to ſeeke their owne profit, and ſabje& tobe carried away with 
diverſe cvill aff:&ions, but the holy Scripture being an incorrupt;. 
ble Judge ; let ns have recourſe to this holy Word of God, in 
the which if there be any obſcurity, there is notwithſtanding e- 
nough left, which needs nc jnterpretation, which is ſufficient to 
make us wiſe unto Salzation, as the Apoſtle Saint Pax! faith , 
17, 3. 


CrnarrExx []. 
Of the Popes power. 


= Biſhop of Rome calleth himfelfe Saint Peters SucceMſur, not 
only as being Biſhop of Rome, but as being alſo the Head of the 
univerſal! Church, Which power he extends fo farre 3s to give 
and take away Kingdomes, to diſtribute of crownes, to'diſpence 
with Chriſtians from keeping their oathes and vowes, to canonize 
Saints, to give Lawes to the univerſall Church, to forgive fins, to 
take foules out of Purgatory, to judge ſoveraignly and without con- 
trele of all points and differences in Religion, vaunting that it is im- 
poſſible for himto erre in faith, and for theſe conſiderations quali- 
fying himſelfe god on Earth, the Spouſe of the Church, and a di- 
vine Majeſty, cauſing Kings to kifſe his feet, and making himſelf a reli- 
gious worſhip, terming himſelf Gods Vicar. 

For this cauſ= 1 have read very carefully Saint Peters Epiſtles, and 
have compared them with the Popes Bals, wherby he thunders down 
Kings, and degrades them, publiſheth grand pardons ; but I can 
finde no concordance at all, the one with the other ; for Saint Pe- 
zer in his Epiſtles ſpeaks not any wiſe of his Superiority, no: of 
his power, neither 1s there one word ſpoken of his Soveraignty, 
or as being head of the Church, which is a very ſtrange thing, that 
a Soveraigne ſhould write unto his ſubje&s, without mentioning one 
word that might intimate his Sovcraignty. | 
I 
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I finde alſo that the Apoſtles did conteſt among themſelves con= 
cerning the priority ; and that Jeſus Chriſt did decide the contro- 
verſic, not telling them that he bad made Saint Peter chiefe over the 
reſt, but for bidding them all, not fo much as to ſpeake of the priority 
any more, Luk. 22, The Kings of the Gentiles (ſaith he) exerciſe 
Lordſhip over them, but it ſhall not be (6 With you. 

Saint Peter having conteſſ:d our Saviour tobe the Chriſt, rhe ſon cf 
the living God,our Saviours anſwer totum 1s not,7# es Parris, & fu- 
per te Petrum, edificabo eccleſiam mean , but tz es Perrus, & ſuper 
hanc petram, Ec. which rock 1s Chriſt Teſus himſclfe, as it is (aid 
1 Cor.10. T hat rocke Was Chriſt, and in the ſecond chaprer to the Epy. 
he is called the corner ftone,and S.Peucy 1 ep.2.cols him,a living Stone, 

The reaſon why our Saviour ipake to S, Peter alone, was becauſe 
S. Peter had there alone contcfIed him to be the Chriſt ; but the 
ſame power that he gave to S. Peter, to binde and to locſe, and to 
remit fins, he gives el{where alſo to the reſt of the Apoſtles, at. 
18. 18. &c, fohbn 20, 23. Likewiſe inthe ſecond chapter to the 
Epheſians, all rhe Apoſtles are ſet for the foundation of the Church, 
being built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and of the Prophets, Secallo 
Revel, 21.14. 

And certainly if the Apoſtles had undertood that Teſus Chriſt had 
given S.Perer the Superiority, -never would they again after that have 
conteſted betweene themſelves for the preheminence, as they do in 
Luk, 22. one day before the death of the Lord, 

- The Apoſile S, Pax! alſo in Galar.2, faith, that he withſtood St. 
Peter to the face ; which ſhewetn ſufticiently that he was nothing 
ſabje& to S. Peter, and in the fame Chaptera little before, he faith, 
That the Goel of uncircumciſion Was committed to him, as the Goſpell of 
circumciſion Was untoPeter: here we {cethem fellow-labourers together, 
Saint Peter was to preach to the ewes, and Saint Paxl to the Gon- 
tiles, 

In that fame chapter alſo S. Pan! ſets the Apoſtle S. James before 

S. Teter, ſaying James, Cephas and Fohn, Who ſeemed ro be Pillars. 
So alſo S. Fehr in the firſt chapter of his Goſpcll fets Andrew be- 
fore Peter, where he ſaith, Philip Was of Bethſaida the city of An- + 
drew and Pettr, and inthe 1 Cor.g, The Brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas, and,in the 8, of the A#s of the Apoſtles, the Apoſtles ſend 
Peter and John to preach in Samaria, :Oh what a -brayc thing it 
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were now a dayes to ſee many Biſhops afſemble togerher, and ſend 
the Pope to preach in England or elſwhere ? They objed that our 
Saviour ſaid ro St. Peter three times, Feed my ſheepe ;_ true, but 
they cannot inferre from thence that he made him the head of the 
univerf{all Church ; for our Saviour ſaid not to S, Peter feed thou 
my ſheep alone, or as a Soveraigne ; and 1adeed the fame commitl- 
ſion is given to all the Miniſters of Gods Word in the 20. of the 
eAtts, Take heed therefore, faith S. Parl unto your ſelves, and to all 
tle flocke, over the Which the Lord hath made you over-ſcers, ro feed? 
the Church of God Which he hath purchaſed With h's owne blond, and 
in the 1 Per.s, Feede the flocke of Chriſt Which i5 among yos. 

—_ Chriſt then ſpeaks to S. Peter alone, becauſe that a little 
before he had denied him, and he only had necd to be reſtabliſhed 
in his commiſſion, that had failed in it, Another reaſon why our 
Saviour repeats the words thrice is, becauſe that he had denied him 
thrice ; he draws from him three confeſſions to remedy his treble 
denyall, which done, he did againe eſtabliſh him in the charge of 
a Shepheard of his flocke, from the which he might plainly perceive 
that he had fallen, | 

Neverthclefſe I will not deny but that S. Perer might be the chict- 
eſt among the Apoſtles in age, zeale, eloquence, &c, but by no 
meanes 1n ſuperiority of juriſdiction, wherby to have power to coin- 
mand them. | 

However put the caſe that S. Peter had -beene the chiefeof the 
Apoſtles and their Superiour, what doth that make for the Pope 
of Rome ? They ſay S, Peter died at Rome, which is indeed very 
doubtfull : nevertheleſſe put the caſc he did dye there ; for T may 
fay then that the Biſhop of Fer«/a/em ought to be the head of the 
Church : for our Saviour Chriſt farre greater than St, Perer dycd 
at Jern/alem, Where 1s the leaſt mention in all Gods Word that 
S, Peter did leave one to ſucceed him in the charge of his Apoſtle- 
ſhip, and as the head of the Church ? And when S. Peter was 
dead in all reaſon and conſcience, if any ſhould ſucceed him, ought 
It not to be the Apoſtle S. Toh, that excellent Apoſtle, which Ic- 
ſus loved, rather then Livws S.Panls Diſciple. 

Moreover by all the Hiſtories of the lives of the Popes, it ap- 
peares, that. the people of Reme did chooſe their Biſhop , who 
feeth not hereby, that the Biſhop of Rome was not the head - 
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The irne Proteſtant Souldter. vw 
the univerſall- Church, for' who gave the people cf Rome power to 
give a head tothe Church of the whole world ? and to ſet up 
Linus above the Apoſtles ? In an eleQive Kingdom, when a King 
is to be choſen, every quarter of the Kingdome, and every com- 
monalty ſends it's Deputies to make the eleion ; the voyces of 
one city cannot conclude of any thing wherin the whole Kingdome 
hath intereſt, 

Nay I foy more, though S. Peter had been the head of the Church, 
and though he had reſided at Rome, and had left his charge to the 
Biſhop of Rome (which are all ſuch preſuppolitions, as they ſhall 
never be able to proove) yet hath the Pope long ſince fallen from 
his charge, and conſequently loſt his honour ; by comperting him- 
ſelfe quite contrary to S. Perer, and to afpirituall Paſtour, being be- 
come a temporall Monarch, having amaſſed unto himſelf ſuch an a- 
teundance of riches, that the Superiours and Kings of the Earth 
are poore in compariſon. As for his Dofrine, 'the Chapters fol- 
lowing ſhall be imployed, to ſhew, that it is abſolately contrary to 
the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. 

Again, S. Peter never made himſelf a rcligicus worſhip, but con- 
trariwiſc in As lo. v. 25, he hinders (ornelizs from werſhipping 
him, ſaying, Stand up, 1 my ſelfe alſo am a man, S. Peter never in- 
deavoured to ſct himſelf atkove God, as doth the Pope, glorying 
that he can diſpence with men from keeping their vowes made 
unto God : He that can diſpence with a ſervant from obeying his 
maſter, muſt be greater then the maſter : The Pope diſpenceth with 
men from obeying Gods commands, doth he not then make him- 
{elfe greater then God ? He diſpenceth alſo with Subjeas from 
keeping their oath of allegiance which they have ſworne to their 
Soveraigne, inciting therby' to rebellion. He permits a man to 
marry his Necce, and ,his wives ſiſter, things abſclutely againſt 
Gods exprefſe command in the 18. -& 20, Chapters of Lews- 
ties, | 


- + Faults committed againſt the Pope are many of them accounted: ' 


ſo hideous, that they are not to be pardoned under a great ſumme 
of mony, or it may be, two or three yearcs. pilgrimage. ; . but as 
for ſins which tend only to Gods diſhonour, as ſwearing, blaſpho- 
my, Sabbath-breaking, and ſo though they be flatly forbidden in Gods 
holy Word, yet if they doc not any way intrench upon the Popes 

| C ET preroga- 
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prerogative, nor derogate from his ſu>remacy, theſeare eſteem'd but 
petty faults,haifa dozen pater noffers, and twoor three ave Aaries are a 
ſaHcient ſatisfaction for a thouſnd tach tins, 

Briefly he boats himſelfto be above the Church, and ith that the 
Church is above the Word of Gol; by this reckoaing then the Pope is 
two degrees above Gods Word. FE 

\ Moreover in the Coxncels. where the Pop? 15 preſeat, -the holy 
Scripture is {&t at his feer; as it was 1 th? hit Conncell of LZ- 
reran : | leave any rexonible man_to_ julze, whethzr-by this it a9- 
pzareth not plainly, that he tramples undzr his f:2t the Word of 
God ? | 

To conclule, when I rex in the ſ:conJ Rpiſtle of the Anofe 
Saint Pas!-to the Theſſalonizes, Toi thre fhel coms a 14 , Which 


| fs Called the man of finne, and the fonne of perdition, that ſhall call him- 


felfe God and exalr him{elfe above God , boaſting himſelfe in firn:s and 
miracles.: And in the 17, of the Revelation, of the 'great Wire that 14 
cloath:d in ſcarlet, that ſeducerh Kings, a11 makoth thim dramzs With 
the blud of her fornication, tha: hath hr havitation im th' (ity ſeated on 
ſeven mountains (that is to ſay, the City of Rom?.) I have ſearched 
every where, but can hnd nonz to whom this may bs fo truly applyed, 
as tothe Pope of. R ozne. 
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Cu. I1I. 
Of the worſbippinz of Images. 


THe third abuſe which I have taken natice of in the .Church of 
-& Rome, isthe ſervice which they dos unto Saints departed this 


- life : The Councels of the Church of Rome, namely , the ſecond 


Councell of Vice, command that Images be adored. 

At P:rs a little before Lent you may ſe the. peaple goe in pro- 
ceſſion to the Image of our Laly, to have pezrmifiaa to.cxt butter. 
The women come-and rub thzir Chappelets oa. the foactiof: the I ma- 
ges, tbey light thzm torches at mid-day, they kiſſe them, they make 


+ courſices to them, they bring them preſents,aad carry themall about in 


pro- 
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preceſſion with great folemnity. Nay more then that, you may ſec 
many Images of Saints that;neyer Wgre z As-of the three Kings, Saint 
Chriſtopher, Saint Margaret, Saint Aartiall, Saint Vr/uline, Saint Lon- 
£is, Saint (atherine, and many other {uch like fantaſticall Saints that 
never were in the world, : F 

Meny prayers likewiſe there arc which they mumble out before 
ſech their dumbe petty-gods, as that unto the ciofſe, Ave Lignum tri- 
«mphale,&c. and diverſe others, which prayers if they intend them to | 
Gods henour, they muſt alſo canſe thoſe things to which they ſpeake, 
to underſtand what they ſay unto them : No man except he be fran- 
ticke will ſpeake to the Kings Image with a conceit that thereby he 
doth the King any honour, 

All theſe inventions ſerve on purpcſe to Jull the people aſleep in ig- 
norarice, wherefore they call 1 mages the books of the ignorant, they 
themſelves alſo hide them in time of Lent, which is the time of their 
devotion,that they may rot hinder their devotion, 

That which cauſeth all this miſery is, that they take awzy from the 
common people the holy Scripture, for having forbidden them Gods 
Word, it was meſt neceſſary for them to finde them out ſomewhat 
or other to muſe on; for this end they take out of the table of the com- 
mandements which they deliver unto the people, the ſecond com- 
mandement, where'n Ged forbids the worfhipping of Images, and 
the making of the likeneſſe of any thing in heaven or mm earth, Dent,5, 8, 
Thus they doe in ſome places clip and crop the word of God, and in 
other ſome patch it and pecce it, wherby. te make it anſwerableto their 
owne inventions, 

As I cannot therefore but pitty the miſcrable eſtate of thoſe people 
who are thus kept in darknefſe and ignorance : fo TI cannot but moſt 
juſtly condemne the intollerable uſurpation of their Leaders, who to 
fervetheir ewne unſatiable avarice, hating the glorious light of Gods 
word , endeavour by all meancs to eclipſe the ſame ; and thereby 
bring themſelves, and all fech as are carried away with their lives 


and doAtrine ( without Gods great mercy ) to cvgrlaſting deſtru- 


Aion. 
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Craerks II), 
Of Prayer an1 {errving Gold in an unknoWwne tongue, 


Ne of the moſt deadly and moft dangerous abnſcs of the Churcl 

of Rome in my juigemznt 15, their praying to God in a lan- 
guage that oft times thz perſon that prayeth unJderſtandech nor; 
or S. Paul in the 1. to the (orinthians, chap. 14. ver.15, -willeth us to 
pray with underfbanding, How can we expe that God ſhould grant 
our requeſts, if we our ſelves doe: not know what we would have. 
True indeed, God underſtandeth all. languages , but in- prayer Gol 
hath not ſo much regard to the tongue, but to the heart, which can- 


Not be then well diſpoſed, when 1t knowes not what the tongue doth 


ſxy : For the tongue is given unto men to teſtifie the thoughts of their 

hearts; fo that he who. prayeth, not knowing what he: faith, doth 

not expreſl= his thoughts by. his words ;- by this meanes he doth as it 

were ata Comedy before God :: There 18 no Prince that will ſyFer a 

man to frate thus to. him, although he underſtandeth- all languazes. 
And indeed we can hardly reprove a man more ſharply, then by telling 

him, friend, thou knowelt.not what thou ſfayeſt, Thus then they both 

mocke God,. and loſe their labour, The abuſe 1s yet farre greater in 
the reading of the Epiſtle and Goſpell to the people in the Church in 
Latine, whereof moſt of them underftand not ſo much as one word. 
How cantthey then yecld obedience unto ſuch dofrines as they under- 
ſtand not ?. Is not this the curſe which God Almighty deyounceth by 
his Prophets, / will henceforth ſpeake to thu people in atother tongue, and 
with other lips, ani ſo they Will not unerſtaud me, ſauh the Lord, 1 (or, 
14:21. 1/a 28.11. And the Apoſtle Saint Pax! faith, that iz the (harch 
he hai rather ſpeake five Words with underſbanding, that thereby he might 
reach others alſo, then. a thouſand words in an unknoWne tongme, 1 { or.14, 
And in the fame Chapter a little befure he faith, Except ye utter by the 
ton7ue Words eaſe to be aunerſtood, how ſhall it be knowae what 55 [poker f 
for ye ſhall ſpeake unto the ayre, therefore if I ky9w not the m:4n.ng of 
the voyre, I ſhall be to him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian, and he that 
[peaketh ſhalbe a Barbarian #0 me, See then an admirable Religion; 
for they ſpeake to ſtocks and ones which nnJerſtand no language ; 
an 
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and to the people, leaſt they ſhould naderſtand what they fay, they 
ſpeake altogether in Latine. The people indecd goeto ſee the Maſſe, 
but they. cannot underſtand a word of it, nay and very often the 
Prieſts themſelves have much adoe to underſtand it. But fay they 
we reade the Maſſ: in Tatine, that ſtrangers :3fo may have- benefit 
thereby. A pretty hypocriticall excuſe it 1s indeed ; for ſfippoſe 
there be ten, twenty, or- more ſtrangers in a Church, is it fit that 
they ſhould have ſervice read 1n a language which they know, and 
all the reſt of the people fit like fooles, and underſtand never a 
word : Beſides, if they did meave' as they pretend, ſarcly in fach 
a City as Pars they would have in a Church for ſtrangers to reſcrt 
unto, the ſervice read in Latine,and im-all the reſt,;n their owne coun- 
trey language, whieh they allunderftand. - 

They alſo at:ſolutely forbid any man to reade the holy Scripture, 
without a ſpeciall Licence from the Pope , or his Factor ; and to 
tranflate it into the vulgar tongue, which is as much to fay, 2s that 
they will not ſuffer a childe to read his Fathers will; and that God 
Almighty is become ſaſpeRed as if he had given us his word to de- 
CCIVE Us. | 

The Apoſtle Saint Part when he ſcnt Epiſtles ro the Epheſians, 
Corinthians, Philippians, &c, He writ unto every of them 1n their 
owne tongue, to the end that all might reade and know what he 
writ ufito them. And I pray why may not we now reade thoſe 
ſame Epiftles in our owne language , as well as they read them in 
theirs ? 

Wherenpon alſo the Apoſtle Saint Paxl in the 1 Thefſ.5. 1 charge 
yeu by the Lora (faith he) that the Epiſtle be read unto aft the holy 


brethren. So hkewiſe Atts 17. ver.ro. the Bereans are commended, 


fer that they ſearched the Seriptures daily whether thoſe things Were ſo, 
which Saint Paul preached unte them, 

Saint Pas in the 2of Timothy, Chap.z, prayſeth his Diſciple Timo- 
thy, becauſe that from a childe he had kyowne the holy Scriptures. Tna 
word, this is a new ſtartup invention, and ſuch a knavery as.is fel- 
dome heard of, to forbid the people to reade the word of God, lelt 
they ſhould become heretickes, whereas indeed jt is only to maske 
them with ignorance, for feare leſt by the light of Gods Word, 
their Religion ſhould plainly appeare'to be, as it 1s indeed, full of 
arc ſk ciroars and. hypocriſie, | 
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In thoſe countries where the Inquiſition is, bawdy-houſes are li- 
cenfed, and the Pope doth gather out of them great ſumines. of 
money for tribute : Fooliſh pamphlets, and immodelt Love-bookes 
are printed cam privilegio ; but if they finde but one Bible , either 
Italian, Spaniſh, or the like, *tis accounted a crime which deſzrveth 
no lefſz then death, and a caſe worthy of the Inquiſition. And cer- 
tainly had it not been for the reformed Church, that is to ſay, pur- 
ged from Popery, the Bivle had long fince been buried in oblivion, 
and no mentiwn made thereof : For as theeves hate the light, leſt 
their evill deeds ſhould be diſcovered ; fo doe thoſe Doors of the 
Church of Rome labour to obſcure the light of Gods Word , left 
their hypocriticall inventions, and new found devilliih plots, where- 
by yy ſxrve their owne unſatiable luſts, ſhould bee brought to 
lght. 


CHAPTER V. 


Of the Invocation of Angels and Saints departed 
cbs Life. 


8 K2 Invocation of Angels and Saints deceaſed , hath indeed a 
ſhew of devotion and humility , but it is never the 1efſe con- 
trary to to the word of God , which flatly forbids us to give any 
* divine fervice or worſhip unto Angels ; as in the ſecond Chapter 
of Saint Pauls Epiſtle to the Coloſſians , Let no man beguile you of 
your reward, in a voluntary humility, and Worſhipping of Angels En 
rruding into thoſe things which he hath not ſeen, We beleeve in God 
alone, and the faine Apoſtle Saint Pam in the tenth Chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Romanes forbiddeth us to worihip any other then him 
in. whom we beleeve ; how faith he, al they call on him on whow 
they have not beleeved.? And our Creed teacheth us to belceve in 
the Father, the Sonne, and the Holy-Ghoſt , but not in any crea- 
ture whatſoever. So likewiſe in the two and twentieth of the Re: 
| velation, 
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velation, when Saint oh fell downe to worſhip before the feet of 
the Angell, the Angell forbad him, ſaying, ſee thou doe it not, for I am 
thy fellow-ſervant , worſhip God, Saint Fames in- the firſt of James, 
ver ,6, Willeth us to fray in faith ; and the Apoſtle to the Rowanes, 
14. Chapter, tels us, that whatſoever 75 not of faith is ſmne , wherc- 
fore the Invocation of Saints cannot be done in faith, becauſe it 15 
not grounded on the word of God ; for the fyme Aroftiz in the 
tenth of the R Cmanes, {aith, that faih Comm eth by hearing, and boa- 
ring 'S, the word if Ged ; and none cf the Doors of the Church 
cf Rome could ever produce apy argument out of the word cf Ged, 
whereby to prove that religiovs wor hip which they give unto An- 
gels, or Saints deceaſed, either lawful} or neceſſry. Agajnc, if it 
be neceſſary for us to pray to Saints, ir muſt likewiſe woſt neceſſt- 
rily follow that they muſt know our hearts and $honghts ; for how 
ſhould: they elſe diſcetne hypocrites from ſuch as pray in fineerity. 
Which is quite contrary to Gods word in the ſecond booke of the 

troncies, chap.6, 7er,zO, thou onely (faith the wiſe King Se/o» on ) 


kzoweft the hearts of the children of men, Likewiſe, to ſay that the 


Saints ſce all things in the face of God as in a glz{f:, were to pro- 
phecye, having no wzrrant from the word of God for the truth 
thereof : And were it ſo that the Saints knew all things, then were 
they equall with God Almighty in wiſedome and krowledge. But 
the Scripture faith that the Saints know not the day of judgement, 
Mat.24, and Aar.t3. And the wiſe man inthe ninth Eccleſraſtes, 
excladeth the dead from any knowledge. of earthly things ; T he 
dead (faith he) know not any thing, neither kave they any more a por- 
jtow in avy thing that t done xnder the Sunxe, And Fob Chapter 14. 
ſpeaking of a diſcaſed father, 45s ctildren ( faith he) come to honor, 
and he RuoWeth it not, and they are brought low,but he perceiveth it not of 
them 4 


Their ordinary excuſe is, that they goe to God by Saints, as men - 


goe'to the King by his officers : But the caſe is not alike : For a 
King cannot be every where, neither doth he know all things, and 
it is not poſſible that every one ſhould have accefſe to him : Like- 
wiſe he hath necd tobe informed of the truth of things by perſons put 
in truſt therefore, It is not thus with God, for he knoweth all 
things, and doth ſee and behold all the creatures in the world at 
once, and knoweth and underſtandeth all mens prayers, not _— 
either 
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either Saints or Angels to informe him thereof. And although this 
compariſon were allowable, yet if a King cals any one unto him, 
certainly he will not be well pleaſed if that perſon ſhould goe to 
any of his- officers before he come to him. Thus God invites us, 
ſiying, Come unto me all ye that are weary, and heavy laten, and [ 
will refreſh you, at.il, He doth not bid us goe to Saint UVr/clis, 
Saint Margarite, or any other ſuch like ſolicitors ; Nay more, God 
cals us his children, and therefore if we ſhould not goe unto him 
in all our neceſſities when he cals us, we ſhould thew our ſelves very 
undutifull, and unworthy of ſo high a calling. | 
Moreover, we have one only Advocate with the Father, namely, the 
Sonne of God, our Lord Feſus, and there 1s none other. The Apo- 
Rle Saint Pal in the 1 Tim, chap.2. faith this, There is one God, 
and one Mediator , between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, As 
therefore there is but one-God, fo there is but one Mediator. And 
- Saint John in his 1.Epiſtle, chap.2. We have an Advecare With the 
Father, Jeſus Chrift the ow, and he 1 the propitiation for our ſins. 
And in the 14. Chapter: of Saint Fohns Goſpell,7 (faith our Saviour) 
am the way, the truth and the life, no man commeth wnto the Father but by 
me, 
Their greateſt abuſe is yet behind ; which. is, that they doe not 
enely make the Saints our Mediators, but alſo our Redeemers : For 
in the Maſſ: the Prieſts pray for {alvation through their merits : For 
they fay that the Saints undergoe more puniſhment and paines then 
their finnes deſerve, Hence they. gather their ſuperabundant ſatis- 
factions, which the Pope hoordeth up in the treaſury ofthe Church, 
and diſtributes them by Indulgences, ſo that any one that hath mo- 
ney may goe to the Pope, and purchaſe as many merits as will {a- 
tisfie Gods juſtice for all the fins that he commits all his life long. 
let bim finne as much as he can. This alſo 1s a tricke which ſerves 
very well for the Popes profit, and to exalt his dignity ; and is 
founded on the unwritten word, that is to fay, on their owne helliſh 
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Of faſling and abStinence from certaine meats, bl 
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* Ys fl. grand encmy of our falvation hath Þbourcd with might and 381 
; maine for the accompliſhment of the prophecye of the Apoſtle. S. 1 

/ Paul in the 1 Tim,4.chap.where he ſpeaketh thus ; Now the Spirit fþea- *" 


'Y keth expreſly , that in the latter times ſome faall depart from the faith, 
givirg heed ts ſeducing Spirits, and. defirines of devils, forbiddmy 10 


+ marry, and commandivg to abftaine from meats, mhich God hath crea- 
io | 7:4 to be received with thankegiving of them Which beleeve and know 
4 the rrath, for every creature of God # good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it I h ; 


b. be received Withthankspiving, , | 
This prophecye of the Apoſtle is long agoe accompliſhed in the [| 
) DoQors of the Church of Rome : For doe not they both forbid - 
þ marriage, and command te abſtaine from meats ? which abſtinence 
/ is alſo flatly condemned by the fame Apoſtle in the tenth Chapter 
cf the 1. to the Corinthians, Whatſoever (faith he) # ſold inthe ſham 
bles, that eat, aching ns greStion, fer conſcience ſake ; fer the earth ts 
-0 the Lords, and the fulnefſe thereof ; If any of them that beleeve not bid 
mk Jeu to a feaſt, and ye be diſpoſed te goe , whatſoever 1s ſet before you 
that eat, aicking no queſtion for conſcience ſake, And in the ſecond Chap- 
S ter of. the Epiſtle to the Celofſians , he condemneth theſe who fay, 
rouch nor, tafte not, handle not. And to the end' that we might not 
thinke that he ſpeaks only of thoſe who abſtaine from mezts which 
they conceive filthy jn their owne nature, he declareth phinly, 
> | that he ſpeaketh of fach as abſtaine themſelves in humility, and in 19- 
luntary. devotion, puniſting their owne bodies, not Sharing their fleſh ; 
» Which doflrines (ſaith he) have indeed a ſheW of wiſedome, in will worſhip 
and humility, and negletling of the body, not 1n any honour to the ſatisfying of 
the fleſh. - 

The Church of Rome is full of theſe obſervations, there being 
above five meneths in the yeare whercin ſome abſtaine from ſome 
. kind of meat or other. Obſervations, which 'we cannet find that 
they were cver pratiſed by our Saviour, or his Apoſtles, Theſe ab- 
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ſtinences they give unto God in part of payment, and their faſtings 
they account for ſatisfa&ions 4 as if a man ſhould thinke to pay his 
debts by faſting, preſuming that his Creditors will abate him ſome- 
what, becauſe that ſach a day he did eat nothing but fiſh for his 
dinner. - 

Nay the abuſe 1s now come ſo farre, as that one man may faſt 
for another, and ſo fatisfie for him 3; and that a man to whom the 
Pricſt hath ſet certaine faſts for pennance, may for a peece of money 
buy them out. 

Sobricty and abſtinence of themſclves are indeed good and holy 
datics , ſo-as they be not abuſed\by ſuperſtition, and by thinking 
to merit any thing-unto- oar ſelves thereby ;; fer fo that which is 
in it ſelfe an exerciſe ef humility, is changed into an efficient cauſe 
of pride ; and that which-ſhould ſcrve to lay open ourlinnes before 
God, is made a covert for our hypocrite. 

This is alſo another device, whereby the Pope increaſcth his dignity, 
and gathers vaſt ſammes of money to hs treaſury, 


— 
n_ 


CHAP. VII. + + 
Of abſtinence from Marriage. 


A® for forbidding to marry , Saint Paw! telleth ns, that ir i the 
doftrine of devils, In_ the Apoſtles time marriage was permitted 
unto the Miniſters of the Church, witnefſ: the ſame Apoſtle, Tim. 
chap.z. eA Biſhop (faith he) mui? be blameleſſe , the husband of one 
wife, ruling well bis owne houſe, having his children in ſubieftion with 
all gravity ; and a little after, Ler rhe Deacons be the husbands of 
one wife, ruling their children and their owne houſes well.” So likewiſe 
in the'11, verfe commandeth hat their wives be grave, not ſlande- 
rows, ſober, faithfull in all things ; and in the ſeventh Chapter of the 
I to the Corinthians, to avoid fornication, let every man have his owne 
wife, and let every woman have her owne husband, Note here the word 
every, tothe end that neither Prieſts nor any other may be excepted. 
Likewiſe ro avoid fornication,this commandement is made unto all fuch 


as 
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2s are ſubje to fall into fornication , ſo that Prieſts are no way 
exempted from it, for they alſo. being tut fleſh and bloud, are ſubjeR to 


the like infirmities as others are. Ef 


We reade alſo that the Prophets and chiefe facrificers were mar- 
ried, Likewiſe we reade that the Apoſtle Saint Perer was married, 
for in the 1.Chapter of. Saint Aarke there is mention made of Peters 
wives mother. | | 

Now in the Church 'of Rome Marriage is forbidden Clarkes and 
Priefts : If a. Pricſt doth wantonly dally with a wench in the open 
ſtreets, no man regards that ; forat Rome the Prelates goe publikely 
into the bawdy houſes ; but to. ſce. a. Prieſt or Capuchin, or ſach like 
married, it were a thing very:prodigions. | 

They obje& that the' Pricfts-+have made a ſolemne vow to abſtaine 
from Marriage ; but have they not alſo made a vow to keep Gods com- 
mandements,that forbid fornication;and that commandeth us to marry 
rather then to burne. 

Vowes indecd are good, when they promiſe good things, and fuch 
as arc in our power to perform ; but it is not alwayes in mans power 
to abſtaine from fornication. A ſingle life is without queſtion very 
good and commendable, but in thoſe only which have the gift of con- 
tinency ; the which, cither none at all, or very few have attzined 
unto, 

Morcover, where 1s the leaſt Commandement in all Gods Werd, 
whereby honeſt Marriage is forbidden, cither to thoſe of the Clergy 
or others ? No, no, this certainly was invented for the better main- 
tenance of the Popes dignity ; for the Pope having been at great char- 
gcs in cre&ting of bawdy-houſes in Reme,and clſewhere,it was'nece(- 
fary for him to find out ſome deviſe to get reſort thereunto, by the 
forbidding thoſe of the Clergy to marry,who now are far bettercuſto= 
mers then any other. 
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Crar. VIII. 
Of Purgatory, 
"© 2 Purgatory of the Church of Rotne hath this maxime for its 


fonndation , That by the paſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we 
: = D 2 are 


[0 


L 


Ce eEnda B 


Jalh > wm - « —T 


20 The true Proteſtant Soulther, 
are diſcharged, and delivered from the guilt and paniſhinent of our 
fiorics committed before Baptiſme-; but as for finnes comfnitted 


by fach penances as the Church ſhall thinke fit to enjoyne us; and 
afterwards in firs which they '6all Purgatory z which torment is mi- 
tigated and: ſhortened by the prayers and off-rings of the Livin, 
and by the Popes Indulgences, 
* Surely the proofe of this doArine they havevur of their unwrit- 
ten-word ; for there is not fo much as mention made of any flich 
matter in Gods Word : However hereby they have amaſſed infinite 
riches unto the Popes Treaſury ; becaufe theſe Maſſes, and Tndul- 
gences, by the which they fay this torment is mitigated; and (hor- 
tencd are ſold at a: vety high: rate ; for: they! never fay avy Maſle 
for any perfon deceaſed, except he or his friends doe give ſorm-- 
what to the maintenance of the Church : No, no,fach fpeciall gra» 
ces as theſe are not for ſuch poore people as are not able to purchaf” 
them. | | | 

| Concerning this Purgatory, we reade nothing, neither in thevld, 
nor new Tecitament ; buton the contrary we reade of divers per- 
ſons who by death have immediately  entred ints Paradiſe, and 
there reſted in, peace. Witneſke the good old Simeon, ift the 24,0f Saint 
Luke, Who had a promiſe after having [een the Meſſias to depart in peace. 
Likewiſe Saitit Paw in the 31.of Timothy 4. witnefſtth, that afrer ha- 
&ing fought 4 good fight, he Was to rectiue' 4 croWne of riphteouſneſſo, * 
© Thc. ſfoule of podre Lezarm in the 16, Lulle is carried immedi- 
atcly. after its departure oat of the body into e447 bolome, 
where-#«is comforted; whileſt wicked Dives is gtievoully tormeis 
ted in hel-fire; Our Saviour ſaid to the penitetit theefe that was 
crucified with- him, this day ſalt then be with-t1t in Paradiſe, It is ma» 
nifcſt then that he went not into Purgatory. 

The Angell of God in the 14. Chapter of the Revelation,pronoun- 
ceth, Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord, from henceforth, yea 
ſaith the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours, and their works 
doe follow them. Doe they reſt from their labours ? how are they 
then tormented in a terribſ# blaſting fire? Againe the Apoſtle Saint 
Paul, 2 Cor.s. faith, That if our earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be 
difſolned,, We hnve' a building of God, ni honſt tor matte with hand, 


after Baptiſme, it is left to us to ſatisfie Gods juſtice, in this hfe 
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(henld be ſo far overſcen, as to forget Purgatory, which they imagine 
tobe between theſe two, BE | | 

Moreover, we reade in the firft Chapter of Saint 7ohns firſt Epi- 
file, rhat the bloud of Feſms Chriſt tleanſerh 4 from all ſinne z and in 
the 24, Chapter to the Coloſſians, we reade , that God hath forgiven 
5994 all our treſpaſſes, How is it then that theſe blaſphemers dare t6 
accuſe God of fo high ani 1njuſtice, 2s to exat the payment of 
thoſe debts, which ae already paid ? and to ſcorch his poore chil- 
dren in a hot burning fre, for the puniſhment of theſe fins, which 
he hath already freely forgiven vs m Jeſas Chriſt ? Thus to deale 
with our very enetnies were inhumanity ; how then can we 
- imagine that the God of heaven, who is gvodnefſe it ſelfe, ſhonld doe 
thus with his ſervants ? 

I confcſſe that God , after having pardoned our ſinnes, ceaſeth 
not to chaſtiſe us in this life, to amend us, and to keep us alwayes 
in awe of his Majeſty. Theſe puniſhments are none other then fa- 
therly chaſtiſements and cofre&ions, If God did not thus corre& 
us', he would puniſh us more in not correcting us ; for the ſinner 
that is not thus recalled from his evill wayes, foorts in his wicked- 
neſſe, and Juls himſelfe aſleep in his ſinnes ; but I ſhall never be- 
leeve, that the moſt juſt, and onely wiſe God, after having freely 
forgiven vs all our Gnnes in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould afterwards take 
pleaſure to torment us thouſands of yeares in a terrible hot burnin 
fire. Beſides, if there be a Purgatory, why may not the death me 
paſſion of our Saviour Chrift Jeſus be ſufficient to. deliver foules 
from thente , 8s well as the Popes Indulgences ? and if the Pope 
can draw fſoules out of Purgatory at his pleaſure, I muſt needs 
judge him a vety uncharitable perſon to let ſo many thouſands lye 
there, in ſuch grievous rorments, for want of money to buy Induk 

Hees. | 
hs As for thoſe paſſhges which they alleadge out of the Scripture, 
ro prove this their imaginary Purgatory , they are all fpoken alle- 
gurically, and figuratively : As that ſame pafſage which they have 
out of the 13" Chapter of Saint CIMarhew, rhar the frnne a3 ainſt rhe 
Holy-Ghoft fall not be forgiven neither in this world, nov inthe World 
zo come. But I anſwer that' thw world to come eanhotbe Purgiroty, 
for they ſoy that Phrgatory is now already , but by this world tb 
cone, is truly meant- the day of judgement ; and otit Suviburs met 
IH D 3 ning 
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ning. is, that he that ſinneth againſt the Holy-Ghoſt, ſhall be puni- 
| = both in this lite , and alſo after this--life; cternally :jn -hell- 

"IT 

Likewiſe to that in the 37. Chapter of the 1. Epiſtle to the Ce- 
rinthians, Where 1t is ſpoken of gold, wood, precions ſtones, hay, fiub- 
ble,&c, I anſwer, that it is alſo an Allegoricall ſpeech , and 
that it is not meant of the torment of the ſoule after death. 
.- Sothen we ſee plainly:that this their Purgatory is but imaginary,and 
and cannot be proved out of the word of God, wherein there is 
not ſo much as any mention made thereof ; only forged by them, 
£0. maintaine and uphold the Popes dignity, who:by this invention 
finds quicke fale for his pardons and Indulgences. 


— 
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Craae, IN. - 
Of merits and juſtification by Works. , 


sf Church of Rome teacheth, that a man by his good works 
may merit cternall falvation ; and that a man is jaftified before 
God by the workes of the Law, and thereupon to make the Pro- 
teltant Religion ſeeme the more odious, they lay to our charge that 
we teach, that gaod workes are altogether unprofitable, and no way 
conducing to Rn - and that it is faith alone that juſtificth with- 
out any need at all of performing any otherdutics of Chriſtianity. An 
abhominable doArine it is indeed , and worthy of moſt ſcvere pu- 
niſhment , as aboliſhing all honeſty and vertue , and ſetting looſe 
the reines to-all manner of wickedneſk and impiety. 
* To the contrary we of the Proteſtant Religion purged from Po- 
pery , hold that good works are abſolately neceflary to ſalvation, 
and that there is no other way to obtainc everlaſting life; that fasrh 
Without works #3 dead, and cannot juſtifie ; that good works ſerve to 
glorific God, to cdific our brethren, and to bring us to eternall fal- 
ation; onely. we deny that good workes can merit ſalvation, they 
are the way indeed whereby we come to cverlaking happineF, 
| ut 
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but not the price whereby we purchaſe it ; which is already ſuffici- 
ently purchaſed, by the free redemption of our Lord Chriſt Je- 
fus, It 
A We ſay .moreover, that although faith alone, and without good 11888 
be works cannot juſtifie , yet faith hath the propriety to juſtifie us be- [19% $4 
id fore God ; as the eyes cannot fee without the help of the cares, and (HG | 
yet the eyes alone have the gift of ſecing. | 
d Now that we cannot meritany thing at Gods hands, I ſhall plainly | 
is prove by theſe five reaſons following : 
a, Firſt, becauſe it is our duty to doe any good worke ; whatſoever 
n we doe, as our Saviour himſelfe telleth us, L»k.17, When ye ſhall 
have done all thoſe things Whith are commanded, ſay, we are unprofita= 
ble ſervants, We have done. all that which was our duty to doe. { 
Secondly, the good which we doe comes from God; and conſequently | | 
: 


Il- 


_ cannot merit any thing for us at Gods hands ; for we doe but give him 

that which is his owne already, 
Thirdly; our good works profit him nothing ; he hath no necd Sy. 

of our ſeryice, although we have great need of his grace. 1 

Fourthly, our good works at the beſt are but imperfeR, and have 
alwayes fome intirmity-in-the performance of them. 

Fifthly and Iaſily, there is no proportion at all betwixt our good 
works and the kingdome of heaven :: To gainc ſuch an excellent 
purchaſe, there needs a price infinitely excellent, ſuch as the merits of 
our Lord andSaviour Chriſt Jeſus, 

Likewiſe the holy Scripture faith , that eternal life is the gift of 
God, and not to be purchaſed by mans merits ; as the Apoſtle wit- 
neſſeth in the 6 Þ Chapter of Rem. The wages of ſin ((aith he) « death, 
but the gift of God # eternall life through Feſwus (hriſt our Lord ; and 
Epheſians the 24 Chapter, by grace we are ſaved, through faith, and that 
not of your ſelves, Jt u the gift of God, not of Workes, leſt any man 
ſhould boat, Wherefore God calleth us his children, and by conſe- 
quent heires, Row.8, to the end that we may know that we can 
lay no right to the kingdome of God as a purchaſe, which we have 
merited by gocd works ; but as children, and in Jeſus Chriſt law- 
full heires hereunto, Surly, then thoſe that goe about to purchaſe 
eternall ſalvation in a mercinary way by their owne merits, renounce 
the title. of being Gods children, and conſequently lofe their 1a- 
Lours. Some there be, who to ſweeten this their hodge-podge; ſay that 
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we merit by the grace of God, who gives us grace to merit; a 
tenet altogether as falſe as hypocriticall- and abſurd; for the chiefe 
and principall cauſe why our good workes are not meritorious, js 
becauſe they proceed from the grace of God. I pray whatdoth that 
ery merit of me that gives me that which is mine owne alrea- 
y? | 
I confeſſe indeed that the holy Scripture faith , that God doth re- 
Compence our good workes, and that our reward 4 great in heance ; and 
that even for 4 cup of cold water we ſhall not loſe our reward ; but this 
reward is no way mcrited by us ; as a father gives his childe ſome 
reward, it may be for writing @ line or two out of a Copy, or ſuch 
like, which he doth not becauſe the warke deſerves it, but becauſe it 
1s his childe, | 

So God accepteth of us freely in Chriſt Jeſus, not for our works fake, 
but rewards our works, though never ſo imperfect and nnworthy, only 
becauſe we are his children. | 

It is no marvell then if thoſe of the Church of Romy profeſſe 
that they doubt of their ſalvation ; for it- is impoſſible to build a 
ſtedfaſt affurance thereof on ſo weake a foundation as our owne me- 
rits ; whercas indeed we ought to ground it onely on the immo- 
vcable foundation of Gods promiſe in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Let us conclude then with the Apoſtle Saint Paylin the 3 7 Chap- 
ter to the Romanes, that a mas « juſtified by faith without the deeds 
of the Law, and that we ave inſbified freely by his ge ace through the re- 
demption that i in Jeſus Chriſt, | 

] doe not ſay but that before men we are juſtified by workes, 
that is to lay, knowne to be juſt ;, for men cannot judge of our 
faith, becauls they cannot diſcerne it. And thus Saint Zames chap. 2. 
tzacheth that Abrabam was juftified by wegks, but he-was not julti- 
fied by that meanes before Gad »+ As Saint Pas teacheth inthe 4*? 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Remares : If xAbraham (faith he) 
m_ juſtified by Workes, be hath Whereef to glory, but not before 
G 


Heare likewiſe what the ſame Apoſtle faith in the 21 Chapter 
to the Galathiavs, verſe the 16'*, We bave beleeved in Feſia Chrift, 
that we might be inſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the Works 
of the Law, for by the works of the Law ſhall no fleſh be inftified, And 


in the 24 7 5m, Chap.1. Ged hath ſaued #4, aud called us with m_ 
calling, 


Ca 
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poſe and grace Which was given us in Chriſt Jeſies, before the world be 


£an, 


CHAPTER X. 
Of Works of Super- ct ogation. 


VYSa of Super-crogation may fitly be termed the Popes 
grand Maſter-peece to ſupport his dignity. 

The Apoſtle Saint James Chapter the 3 faith, that in many things 
we offend all, And Solomon in the 1. booke of the Kings, Chapter 
the 8 faith, that there ws no man that ſinneth not, And in the 24h 
Chapter of the Proverbs he faith, that a inſt man falleth ſeven rimes, 
that is to ſay, mary times, The Apoſtle Saint Pax/himſelfe in the 
7: Chapter to the Romanes, faith, thar he doth the evill that he would 
not doe, and that ſinne dwelleth in him, Wherefore our Saviour taught 
his Diſctples to fay ercry day, forgive 14 owr treſpaſſes, 

It appeares then plainly, that the moſt .juſt amongſt men faile in 
many things, and doe not perfeRly fulfill the Law of God. 

To the contrary the Church of Rome tcacheth, that a man may 
not only perfeRly fulhll the Law of God ; but alſo that many per- 
ſons doe more good works then God hath commanded, and conſe- 
quently are more righteous then God would have them. 

Theſe good works, more perfe& forfooth , and-more eFcllent 
then thoſe which God hath commanded, they call works of Super- 
erogation', the which a man is not bound to performe, neither is 
he to be puniſhed if he doth them not ; but if he doth them, and 
obſerves them, he doth thereby purchaſe unto himſelfe a degree of 
glory in Paradiſe above the ordinary ranke of Saints, who having 
done no more but what God hath commanded, have alſo far their la- 
bour nothing but eternal life, | 

This doctrine is altogether as ſenſlefſe as devilliſh, and againſt all 
reaſon : For God hath commanded us in his Law , that We e's 
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that we ſerve him an1 obey hin with all our heart, with all onr ſtrength : 
If any man' doth then more then - God hath commanded in his 
Lawes, he ſerves God, and loves him more then with all his ſtrength, 
which is as much to ſay, as that he doth.that which he is not able to 
doe. 

Likewiſe the Avoltle to the Philippians, Chapter the 4", com- 
mandeth us to give. our ſelves to all things that are jut and honeſt, 
and to all vertue whatſoever. If then theſe works of Super-erogation 
be either juit or honeſt, they are alſo commanded. 

And if thoſe who give themſclves totheſe works of Super-:rozation 
hare power to performe them, is it not God who hath given them 
that power ? And if God doth give thzm that powet , is it not 
that they ſhould ſerve him ? They are therefore bound todoe thoſ: 
works; and if fo, then arc they no more works of Super-erogation, 

But if we conſider this ſcriouſly, we ſhall find that theſe of the 
Church of Rome,: who boaſt that they doe more then God doth 
either require or command, doe abſolutely conceit themſelves to be 
farre more juſt and more holy then the Angels themſelves : For all 
the perfeRion of the Angels conſiſteth in doing Gods will, and not 
in doing more then he commands them ; as it is ſaid P/alm: 103, 
eAngels that excel{ in ſtrength dos b3 Commanaements, kearkening 
unto the voice of his word. | | 

Nay, I fay more, that all the juſtice of our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 
as man, conſiſted in nothing elſe then in doing the will of his Father 
5» heaven, as you may reade in the 6:h Chapter of Saint Zohns Go{ 
pell, 1 came downe from heaven ( faith our Saviour) not to doe mine 

oWne will, but rhe will of him that ſent me, And in the 10 Chapter 
to the Hebrewes, Loe, I come to doe thy will 6 God, So then theſe 
of th Church of Rome, with their works of Super-crogation, will. 
be _ by this reckoning more jaft and more perfe& then Chriſt 
clus. | 
J Likewiſe it, muſt needs be, that in doing theſe works of Super- 
erogation, they doc cither the will of God, orclſe their owne : The 
will of God they doc not ; for they are workes whictrGod hath 
not commanded, they doe therefore their owne. 1t ſeemes thenby 
this that they conceive their owne will, _to be more'perfe&t and. 
more excellent then the will of God.. 
. And how cemes 1: to paſſ: that perpetuall virginity , and mar- 
tyrdoine, 
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tyrdome , and monaſteriall yvowes (which with many other ſach 


_ bke they terme works of Super-crogation ) (hould be better then 
h, the Commandement of Ged, which cemmands us to love him with 
oy all ear heart, &c, Howbeit to love Cod Is alwayes a good, holy, 

and neceffary duty ; bat a fingle life, avd martyrdome, and ſuch 
__ like are things in themſelves moſt ſinfull and wicked, if they benot 
t, done in love to God. The love of God is alwayes holy and good, 
m but tacſe things may be done in hypocrifie , or through defpaire 


and ambition, and are no way gocd if they be not done for the 
- love of God, 


m Martyrdome is a good and holy duty when God cals us thereunto ; 
ot but to incurre it without neceſſity can be termed nothing clſe but 
ſ: prepoſterous timerity : But when we are called thereunto by God, 
| in ſuch kind, as that to eſcape 1t we muſt deny the faith of Chriſt, 
he then it is abſolutely a thing moſt neceflary, and exprefly commanded in 
th Gods Word, 

be To give all ones goods to the pooere vere a knaviſh part ina man 
all that hath many children, &c. The monafticall oath of never mar- 
26y rying is an occaſion and cauſe of all manner of idlencfle and filthy con- 
3. cupiſcence, 

we Finally, God commands us to doe whatſoever things are init, what- 
| ſoever things are good, whatſoever things are pure : If then theſe men 
vi will doe more then God commands them, they muſt of neceſlity doe 
ber that which he abſolutely forbids, and ſo heap unto themſelves wrath 
- againſt the day of wrath, 
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r= Of the Superaboundant Satisfattions of Saints and 
= Monkes,wbich the Pope diſtributes by 

by Indulgences, 


THe Church of Rowe holdeth that there be diverſe Saints who 
have not much ſinned, and yet have ſuffered very much ; and 
8 2 cone 
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28 The true ProteStant Sonldier., 
conſequently that they have ſuffered more punithments then their 
finnes deſerved, The overplus is that which they call ſaperaboun- 
dant fatisfactions ; that is to fay, the overplus of that which theſs 
Saints-have payed unto God more then t oY owed him ; of this 
ranke of Saints are chicfly the Monkes, for they fay that they per- 
forme ſo many good works, and undergoe ſo many puniſhments 
for fatisfa&ions, that they have enough left to help other men. 

This overplus leſt it thould be loſt, the Pope gathers into the 
treaſury of the Church , and diſtributes it to the peeple by Indul- 
gences , and converts it into fatisfactions fot other mens off:n- 
CCS. 

It is then a very faucy preſuppoſition that God will accept of the 
laſhes with a whip, of the beattags, of the faſts and pilgrimages of 
Saiat Francia, or Saint Dominicke, in full fatisfaFion for another 
mans finnes : As if a Tadge would deale any thing the kinder with 
a priſoner becauſc a friend of his whipt himſclfe, or faſted more then 
he was commanded, 

It is alſo to accuſe God Almighty of injuſtice, to thinke that 
/ inflits more puniſhments on any man then his ſinnes doe de- 

cre. 

It-is not to know the greatneſle of (inne, and to be ignorant of 
the puniſhinent due thereunto, to conceive that a few faſts and ſcour- 
gings , Or any miſcries that are to; be endured in this life, can be 
a fatisfaRtion more then ſufficient for the ſame : For our Saviour 1n 
the 5 b Chapter of Saint Aarthew, faith, that he that calleth his bro- 
ther foole ſhall be in danger of hell-fire. 

An1 it the ſatisfaction of Iefus Chrift be ſufficient for the pu- 
niihment duz to all our finnes, what need we the fatisfations of 
Saints ? Why ſhould we thinke that God will take two payments 
for one and the ſame debt, when the firſt is ſafficieat ? 

Morcover, God rewards us to the full here on earth for all our 
good works and endeavours, how is it then that we ſhould merit 
any thing to another thereby 2 A fooliſh. conceit it is indeed, as 
if the ſame money which I imploy to buy me a houſe, ſhould like- 
wiſe ſerve over and :b ve. for the payment of another mans debts, 
And in a thing ſo holy and important, as touching our reconcili- 
ation with God in Chriit, is it lawfull to forge articles of ftith 
without any ground for the trath thereof out of the word of God? 


For 


——C 


| The true Proteflant Souldier. 29 


For whete is theleaſt proofe for this in all the holy Scripture ? who 
ſeeth not that it was invented on purpoſe to increaſe the Popes 
treaſury, and to exalt his Empire ? who hereby with his pardons 
and Indulgences amaſſ-th unto himſelfe infinite riches, 

I would very willingly learne who .it was that firſt put the 
Saints fatisfactions into the treaſury of the Church ? when began 
this diſtribution ? how ſhall we know certainly whether God 
doth receive theſe fatisfactions as ſufficient ? why had 'not the 
Prieſts in the old Teſtament ſuch a treaſury wherein to keep the 
ſuperaboundant fatisfaQions of Noah, Abraham, and Facob,&c. which 
overplus it ſeems they have loſt by ill husbandry. What is the cauſe 
why our Saviour Chriſt Teſus, nor his Apoſtles were not adviſed to 
ſpeake of this Treaſury ? or of one mans. ſatisfying for another ? 
Surely Saint Pax! was afleep when he faid, that every man ſtall 
beare his oWne burthen, Gal.6. or elſe they will make themſelves wi- 
fer then Saint Paxl/. But whether it be allowable by Gods Word 
or no, ſo it be any way conducing to the Popes profit it matters 
not with them, ſo the Pope hath a fee it's no matter whether God 
hath any. honour, Thus doe they both diſhonour God and wrong their 
owne ſoules. 


3 


CHnae, XII, 


Of the preſence of the Lords body in the Sacrament, and 
of Tranſubſtantiation, | 


PR ———— ——— 


F there were none other abuſe in the Church of Rome ſave only 

this one errour of Tranſubſtantiation, it were of it ſelfe ſufficient 
to drive away from the Church of Rowe any man that is carefull 
for the ſalvation of his ſoule, The holy Scripture declareth that no 
Idolaters ſhall enter into the kingdome of God, 1 (07.6, and ſurely 
there can be no greater Idolatry then to call a morſcll of bread his 
god , and his-Creator, and to adore a god made with a few words; 
a god that may be ſtolkn away, a ged that may be mouldy, and ca- 
ecn 
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ten up with wormes, and thoſe termes which they uſe, of cating 
God,' of lifting up Ged , of carrying God about in proceſſion, me 
thinkes ſhould make a true Chrifttans haire to ſtand on end, to 
heare ſach intollerable blaſphemies , whereby God Almighty is fo 
greatly diſhonoured, and the Chriſtian Religion ſo expcſcd to the 
reproach of Pagans and Infidels. | 

The Doors of the Church of Rome ſtrive to prove this their 
Tranſubſtantiation from that paſſage of our Saviour , which they 
alleadge cropt and maimed, not mentioning either the foregoing, 
or the fallowing words, where we find that eſis tooke bread, brake 
*, bleſſed, and gave it ro ther, ſaying, take, eat, this tu my body, which 


# broken for you, doe this in remembrance of me, It appeares then that - 


our Saviour gave bread, and it is manifeſt that he gave it not till 
after the conſecration ; it was therefare bread after the conſecra- 
tion : Our Saviour ſaith , that the bread 5s bis bedy, not that the 
bread is changed or tranſubſtantiated into his body ; {> that the bread 
is not the body of Chriſt Capernaiticaly or groſſely, but facramentally 
and ſpiritually. | 

Moreover, our Saviour in the 12:;Chapter of Saint Zohns Gol- 
pell faith, -« ye have not abvayes, which were falſe if he were al- 
wayes incloſed ina wafer cake. To this. they anſwer, that we have 
him no more viſibly, I reply, that to have Jeſus Chriſt inviſibly, 
is nevertheleſſe to have him ; that man ſhould lye that ſhould ſay 
he hath no money , becauſe it 1s in his coffer, So likewiſe in the 
16: of Saint Johns Goſpell, vyer.17. 1 goe to the Father (faith our 
Saviour) which alſo were anuntruth if he did (till remaine ina pecce 
of bread. 

All this they pretend under the ſhadow of theſe werds, this 
5s my body, for the meaning whereof they will not receive Saint 
Pauls expoſition, who thus delivereth it unto us, the bread which we 
breaks, 1s it not the communion of the body of Chriſt ? x ({'or,1 0,16. 

And I pray how many times inthe Scripture is it ſaid that we are the 
body of Chriſt ? doth it therefore follow that we be tranſubſtantiated 
into his body ? 

We ſee then intohow many blaſphemics, how many groſle abſurdi- 
tics and contradictions they ran into to defend this their fantaſticall 
Tranſubſtantion;having no proofe at all for it out of Gods word , what 
they have out of their unwritten word I know not, neither ns I ow 
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; Cuar, X111, 
Of the ſacrifice of the Maſſe. 


word or two now of the Idolatrous ſacrifice of the Maſle. 
Herevpon it was that I firſt found the Doors of the Church 


of Rome at a fault : For I often called on them to ſhew me ſome + 


paſſage out of the word of God, that commandeth the ſagzifice of 
the body of Chriſt Jeſus, but they could none of them eng {hew 
me any : Some forſooth will take the inſtitution thereof from thoſe 
words of our Saviour, doe this, which they interpret , /acrifice my 
body - but this interpretation is of their owne invention, Others 
alleadge that paſſage of our Saviour, tis is my body, for the initi- 
tution of it : But what if it were ſuch a body indeed as they in- 
terpret it (which notwithſtanding is very falſe) can they conclude, 
becauſe our Saviour ſaid, rhis is my body, that he commanded the 
facrifice of his body ? Briefly, they cannot alleadge any paſſage out 
of the word of God , which might prove the inſtitation of this 
their moſt idolatrous facrifice, And indeed, ſeeing the ſacrifice of 
the death of Icſus Chrift is ſufficient, what need is there to facri- 
fice him any more ? Againe, through the whole paſſage of the inſti- 
tution of the Lords Supper, there 1s not the leaſt ſigne or mention 
of any ſacrifice, neither did the Apoſtles any worſhip at all, which 
rigs Fo moſt neceſſary in every ſacrifice, and more eſpecially in 
a ſacrifice newly inſtituted, for a preſident and example for the fu- 
ture. 

Moreover, the Apoſtle Saint Pal in the 10:b Chapter to the He- 
brewes, ſaith, that We are ſantlified through the offering of the body of 
Teſns (hriſt once for all. We ſee then plainly, that the death of our 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt Ieſus is the onely facrifice, which he him- 
ſclfe offered up unto God for all our finnes ; ſo that it is meere fop- 
pery in us to preſume to ſacrifice that bedy againe in ſuch a tragi- 
comediall manner as that of the Maſſe , which hath already been 
received as a ſufficient facrifice for all our fins. 


i Likewiſe in every facrifice, that which they ſacrifice ovght tobe 


Coll-- 
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conſecrated ; that which they pretend to facrifice, is the Lords bo- 
dy , which: cannot be conſecrated ; for who can conſecrate the 
Sonne of God ? fo likewiſe the thing eyuſcerated which they fq- 
criice in the Maſſe, cannot be the bread} for they fay that it is no 
more bread afcer the conſecration ; although they ſhould fay 
that it were bread after the conſecration, yet fo it is that neither 
bread nor any other creature can be thought a reaſonable ſacrifice for 
ourredemption. - 

Certainly this was invented onely for the maintenance of a com- 
pany of lazie lubbers, which they call Priefts ; for take away the 
facrificaef the Maſſ:, and they have no imployment, and -rruly by 
this aammcs'IT thinke they get as much as might competenfly main- 
taine:them; were it not for the Popes bawdy houſes, which confume 
moſt part of their revenues. 


= —— 


CHAP, XIV. 


Of the taking away the cup in the 
DACYAament : 


Here are yet many. errours in the Church of Rome, but the 
moſt abuſive and injurious errour in my opinion 1s the taking 
away: of the cup in the Sacrament from the Laity, contrary to our 
Saviours inſtitution, and to the practiſe of the Apoſtles, who gave 
the people the holy Communion under both ſignes. 
' The firſt inſtitution of the Sacrament 'was when our Saviour 
rooke the cu» and bleſſedit, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, drinke ye 
all of this. Now/if in theſe words, drink: ye all of this, our Saviour 
ſ>caks to non= but the Paſtors or Minilters of the Church, it muſt 
conſ. quently follow, that the commandement to eat, which is in 
- theaforegoing words appertaine alſo to the Paſtors onely ; and then 
there is no commandementat all whereby the Laity is commanded to 
reccive the bread, 
And 
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And it is cleare that the Apoſtles receiving the Sacrament of out 
Saviour , received it not then as Paſtors, but as Sheep and Difci- 
ples ; And thongh they had received it as Paſtors and Miniſters of 
the Church, did not our Saviour thanke you, when he ſaid unto 
them, de this as oft as ye doe it in remembrance of me, intimate un- 
to them that they ought to auminiſter1t unto the people in the ſame 
manner as he did adminiſter it unto them. | . 

The Apoſtle Saint Pax! underſtandeth it fo, as you may fee by 
that commandement which he gives the Corinthians in his 1. Epi- 
ſtle, Chap. I1. Let a man examine himſelfe, and ſo let him eat of that 
bread, and drinke of that cup, It is manifeſt that this commande- 
ment, both zo eat of that bread, and arinke of that cup is made 
unto thoſe that ought to examine themſclves ; but every on& ought 
to examine himſclfe before he come to receive that holy commu- 
nion ; therefore every one ought to receive both that bread and that cup 


whereof Saint Paw ſpeaketh, 
And in the beginning ef that ſame 1. Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 


it appeareth that Saint Pal did write to all the people of {orimth, * 


excepting none that did call upon rhe name of the Lord Jeſus. 
Theſe are the words: Vnte the Church of God Which # at (orinth, 
ro them that are ſantlified in Chriſt Jeſus , called to be Saints, With 
all that in every place call upon the name of Jeſus Christ our 
Lord, 

And ſurely it is ſomewhat conſiderable, that the Church of Rome 
ſeemeth by this meancs to labour to deprive the people of cternall 
life : For the Doors of the Church of Rome conceive thoſe words 
of our Sayjour in the 6th of Saint ohns Goſpell, Except ye eat the 
fleſh of the ſonne of man, and drinke by bloud, ye have no life in you, 
to be ſpoken of the Sacrament of the Eucharift : And if it be fo, 
it is manifeſt, that in taking away the cup from the Laity, they 
deprive them of eternall life. : 

Their excuſe for this is, that the bread is in the body, fo that in 
cating the body, they drinke the bloud alſo, To the which I an- 
{ſwer, that to receive the bloud ſo in the Sacrament is not to drinke 
it ; but our Saviour faith expreſly, E-xcepr ye drinke,&c. And if in 
eating the body they drinke alſo the nd, the Prieſt doth by this 


and ayaine when he drinks off the cup, 
og F They 


reckoning drinke twiſe, once when he ſwallowes downethe body, 
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They produce likewif: certaine paſſages of. the Scripture, where- 
in it is ſpoken of the breaking of the bread, without m:atzoning 
the cup 2 I-anſwer, that in thoſe paſſages, as it is not ſaid that the 
people ſhould receive the cup ; ſo neither is it Laid thatthe Prieſts 
ſhould receive it > 1f thea by theſe paſſages, they will gather ghar 
the people are not obliged to take the cu>, I may alſo from thenes 
gather that the Prieſts are- not obliged ; for there is no more ſpe. 
ken of the ans then of the other. Beſides, we reade in the 2? of 
Sam, chap,g. that CMephiboſeth did eat bread at Dama: table ; may 
' we conclude from thence: that he never dranke, becawie it is not ex- 

reſſ:d ? SS | 
: The manner of the celebratiqn of the Lards.Supper ought to be 
taken from our Saviours firſt expreſſed inſtitutions, and, formall come 
. mandement, 

The originall ſpring of this. grofſ: abufe praceedeth; from pride 
and ambition , for by this. meanes thoſe of the CS raul> their 
dignity farre above the people, whom. they exclude: from, one halfe 
of the: Sacrament ; and: doe herevy make themſelves in this reſpe& 
equall unto Kings, who togatber with them receive the Sacrament 
under both ſignes. And the Pope hath a prerogative above all men elſe; 
in that he doth ſacke the wine ont of the Calice with a quill.'. _ ©: _.. 

Thus have we briefly diſcovered the manifold znd great abuſes 
the Church of Rowze, and how ſtrangely they delude the common pea-+ 


ple, with their imaginary and idolatrous ſervices; how abfalutely-eon- - 


trary to Gods holy word are all their tea:ts ; and, how throogh the - 
whole profeſfion of their Religion they ſeeks infinitely Gads dithos 
nour, and arc. wholly beat for the advancement of the Pages digaity« 
I beſcech Almighty God to giveus his blef{zd Spirit ta diſcerabetwixt 
ood and evill, and {o.to relye upon the merits of our Saviour Chriſt 
; by a lively faith, that at length we may obtaine that immortall 
crownt of glory, prepared f r all faithfull perfons in. Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, to whom with the Father Atmghty, and the glonioys Spirit, be 
aſcribed and given all poſſible praiſc, thanksgiiing and gb:dicnce, for 
ererand ever, Amen, {Þ 265 hp Wt 
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